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NOTION Music

Composition and
Performance Software

LORENZ RYCHNER

Would the London Symphony Orchestra fit into your
home studio? It does now. NOTION is a music notation pro-
gram with built-in samples recorded by that outfit. As soon
as you put the black dots on five lines, the players play.
Let’s see and listen.

What you get

At first, NOTION only ran on Windows computers, now it
also runs on Macs, including the Intel chip models. Minimum
system requirement for Windows: 2000 Service Pack 4 or XP, a
sound card compatible with DirectX 9.0, 512 MB of RAM, and
a 2.0 GHz Pentium processor or equivalent. Recommended is
a hard drive with transfer rate of 25 MB/sec or faster. Mac OS
X users should check the website (www.notionmusic.com) for
specifics.

We got the PC version.
It comes on 3 CDs from
which you install the
files, then you mount the
included USB iLok copy
protection device, and
the basic sound set
ready for use—that’s why
it takes three CDs to get
going. The iLok means
that you can install the
program on more than
one computer, but only
the one where you insert
the iLok will run the pro-
gram. The package also
contains a handy cheat
sheet of commands and
keyboard shortcuts, and a
pretty good printed user
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manual. | have since received additional samples (to be
reviewed in a future issue) and upgraded to version 1.5.7.

Getting started

File > New starts a project. Since you won't have access
to the instrument samples unless you get some notes on a
staff, and since NOTION only uses its own sounds, you
have to start by selecting instruments when you choose
your music paper layout (Fig. 1).

| selected 6 woodwinds into the right half of the Score
Setup screen (Fig. 2) and went to work. This review not
being a course in software notation, | won’t go into the
considerable nitty-gritty of the feature-rich notation capa-
bilities, but I will highlight a few features and my experi-
ences with them.

You can use MIDI
input or the mouse
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becomes the music
cursor and whatever
symbol you click is
ready to be placed—here the green note on the top staff is
one click away from being anchored and turning black
(Fig. 4). Very intuitive key strokes can save you much mou-
sing and clicking.
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