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Review by Mark Starlin

An old joke goes: “How do you get a guitar player
to furn down® Put sheet music in front of him.” It's
no secret that many guitarists learn to play guitar
without learning to read music. Since the bulk of
guitar playing is accompaniment, many plavers
simply learn to play chords. They may then pick
up riffs by ear or using TAB, and later memorize the Pentatonic scale
for solos. This method works fine for most popular music, but the
ability to read music is o skill every musician should strive to learn.
Music notation is the language of music and makes communication
between musicians much easier. [t makes learning unfamiliar music
possicle and it is vital if vou plan to teach guitar.,

Even if you can't read music, music notation software can help yvou
create music with both standard notation and TAB that other
musicians can read. Progression is one such program.

eared For Guitar

Frogression is o music notation application designed with the guitar
player in mind. It allows yvou to enter notes wsing standard notation,
wsing TAB, or by clicking on a virtual guitar fretooard. It also features
realistic guitar sounds, amp modeling software, and the ability to
wse VET plugins during playvback., Once vou have completed
notating yvour music, you can save it as an audio [WAV] file for
others to hear,

The Interface

Progression's interface looks somewhat like a guitar amplifier or
speaker cabinet. At the top is a volume knob and plavback
controls. On the left side is fretboard where vou can enfer notes and
chords. The right side has most of the tools yvou will need for entering
notes, guitar technigues, and other notation elements. The lower
right corner has a mixer section where you can mix the parts of wvour
song and add VAT plugins., The center section contains the notation
itzelf,
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stats

* \Write in tab or notaticn

* futomatic updating between TAE
and standard notation

* Record and enter from a MIDI guitar
or keyboard

s Supports custom tab and alternate
tunings

* Interactive fretboard and chord
library

+ Audio file export

* Integrated audio mixer

*+ 1.5 GB =zample library

* MIDI file import, export, and ocutput
* Built-in amp simulator and VST
effects support

Positives

Automatic updating between TAE and
standard notation; realistic playback
zounds; VST plugin support; virtual
fretboard note entry.

MNegatives

Mo vibrato or hamonics articulations;
no repeat endings; slow launch time;
no included tutorials or manual (only
"Help" files. A few basic tutorial videos
are available online.) No built-in pdf
or eps export.

Rating
Ferformance: 7
Sound Quality: 10
Printed Qutput: 10
Uzer Interface: 9
Documentation: 5
Cwverall: 8.2

Ratings Key
0 = Worthless
10 = Excellent

Approximate Street Price
£99

Available at Musician’s Friend
Motion PROGRESSICN Guitar
Composition Software




El Caminc

Here iz a song [ wrote and notated using Progression that features two acoustic
guitar parts. Click here to listen to the mp3 file [ created from the WAV file
Progression exported.

The Progression window can be expanded to fill your computer

screen, but after quitting it always opens in the default [smaller] size,

farcing vou to expand it every time yvou use the application. The
notation itself can also be zoomed in or out, but it also returns to the
default size when opening a file. | wish Progression would rememlbzer
my size preferences after guitting.

Note Entry

Entering notes and chords into any music notation application can
be tedious. The best applications provide tools to make note entry
less of a chore. Progression offers two main methods: MIDI entry and
mouse entry. If you have a MIDI guitar or keyboard, wvou can enter
notes directly from those using either real time or step entry. Real
time entry means: Frogression enters notes, including timing values,
as you play to a metronome. If you can play accurately, in fime to
the beat, this is the guickest method. Although vou will probably still
need to do some cleaning up of the notation when you finish. Step
entry allows yvou to select a note time value [guarter note for
example] and then select the note using vour MIDI device. This
method is slower but better for difficult music or if vou are using a
PIDI keyboard instead of MIDI guitar.

[fvou don't have a MIDI device available or just prefer to use o
mouse, Progression offers keyvboard shortcuts, copy and paste, and
a virtual fretooard to speed things up. Let's look at three ways to
enter nates in Progression using a mouse.

If vou are familiar with standard notation, you can enter notes
directly on the staff. First yvou select a time value for the note, either
by selecting one of the notes on the right column or by using o
keyvboard shortcut, and then click the proper place on staff to
place the note. When you enter o note on the standard notation
staff, the TAB staff automatically adds the same note [usually
picking the fingering on the fretboard closest to the nut.] This
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automatic syncing between the standard notation staff and TAR
staff is a very cool feature that even some of the high-end notation
applications lack.

If yvou can't read music, you can enter the fret number on the TAB
staff by selecting the proper string and then typing in the correct fret
numibzer. Of course, vou will hawve to experiment with timing unless
yvou know how note values work, but this is a good way to start
learning a little about standard notation. The corect note s
automatically added to the standard notation staff.,

Finally, vou can set Progression to step entry and use the virtual
fretboard (guitar or bass.) You select a note value, then simply click
on the fretboard and hit enter on vour computer keyboard to place
the note on both the standard notation and TAB staffs. This method
is surprisingly fast once you get some practice doing it.

Pickup Truck
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Frogression allows vou to use two voices per staff. Using the two voices I was
able to notate some country style licks that play secondary notes while holding a
bend. Click here to hear the results.

Chords

Chords can be enterad on the staffs the same way as notes, If vou
want to place chord symbols or chord diagrams above the staff vou
click the appropriate symbol on the right column and a new
section opens below the notation where you can select chord
symbols or common chord diagrams. You also can create yvour own
custom diagrams by entering fingerings on the fretboard. Thiz is an
easy way to create chord diagrams. My only gripe with the chord
symisols is Prograssion uses the longer chord type symbool “min™ for
minor, instead of the more common “m™ symbal.







